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EAST HAMPTON VILLAGE BOARD 
5 CANDIDATES FOR 2 TRUSTEE POSITIONS 
  Zoom Debate being recorded Monday Aug. 31 

 
To be shown multiple times on LTV Channel 20, and Ch20 Live Stream, starting  

Tuesday Sept. 1 at 10:30 AM and Wednesday Sept 2 at 4:30 PM 
 

and available on demand starting Tuesday at ehggg.org. and ltveh.org. 
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The East Hampton Group for Good Government is a local nonpartisan organization promoting awareness of 
town and other local issues through spirited public discussions of ideas in a civil and respectful manner.  The 
GGG sponsors ”GGG Insights” on LTV and holds public forums and member meetings on local matters, 
encouraging its members to become involved with local government, school, quality of life and environmental 
issues. Learn more about the GGG at ehggg.org and watch “GGG Insights” presented on LTV, Channel 20 with 
direct links to our shows available on ehggg.org 
  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

VOTE on SEPTEMBER 15 in Person or by Absentee Ballot But VOTE 
AN APPLICATION FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT IS AVAILABLE FROM THE VILLAGE CLERK 

           _____________________________________________________ 
 

Voting is from noon to 9 PM on SEPTEMBER 15 at the Emergency Services Building on Cedar Street 
________________________________________________________________ 

As part of their outreach and education program, our friends at the Village Preservation Society of 
East Hampton (VPS), a local not-for-profit, which maintains a strictly neutral position on candidates 
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in any election, prepared a questionnaire which has been submitted to all candidates running 
foroffice this election cycle. Each candidate completed the questionnaire. Responses can be viewed 
at: http://villagepreservationsociety.org/election.html 

 
Village Board Candidates Debate Procedures—Candidates for Trustee 

 
 
The purpose of the Debate is to give the public the opportunity to evaluate the candidates and to give the 
candidates the opportunity to share their views with the voters.  We want to thank each candidate for participating 
in our debate.   
 
The GGG moderator will introduce the candidates and describe the procedures. While there will be no live 
audience, the public has been given the opportunity to suggest questions in advance and the GGG has 
incorporated many of these suggestions in the questions for the debate. 
 
You can not view the debate live, but it will be run multiple times on LTV Channel 20 and Ch20 Live 
Stream, starting on Tuesday September 1 at 10:30 AM and Wednesday September 2 at 4:30 PM.  Starting 
Tuesday, a recording of the Debate will be available on demand at ehggg.org. and ltveh.org.  
 
Prior to the Debate, each candidate was asked to submit two pages including a resume and ideas for the Village 
and the board by email to the GGG.  These materials, unedited, are included in this debate brochure.  
 
The format of the forum is designed to give all candidates equal time to express their ideas, by setting one-minute 
time limits on each candidate response — with a 10 second warning card as time is running out. 
 
The first segment is a one-minute presentation by each candidate of his or her qualifications and main ideas for 
the Village and the board. 
 
There follows the main part of the forum where the GGG moderator will present a series of prepared questions to 
the candidates.  All candidates will be given up to one minute to answer each question. After all candidates have 
answered the question, any candidate who needs the opportunity will have up to 30 seconds for 
rebuttal/clarification comments (we have never tried this extra round with 5 candidates, but with some 
consideration and respect, we think it should work to further engage the audience). The candidate asked to 
answer first will rotate so all candidates will be given a chance to be the first and last to answer some question(s). 
If candidates agree with an answer previously given, they are encouraged to simply say so, saving time and 
allowing more questions to be asked. 
 
The GGG will have reviewed members’ questions and issues submitted prior to the debate and will have tried to 
incorporate their ideas into the debate questions    It is unlikely that there will be enough time to answer all the 
members’ questions.  
 
In the last segment of the debate, each candidate will be afforded one minute to sum up his or her views. 
 
Except for the first f question below, we do not distribute questions to candidates prior to a debate but suggest 
that candidates become familiar with village government issues:  including septic issues, parks, parking, outdoor 
restaurant seating; affordable housing; upgrading telecommunications; wind and solar energy; facilitating local 
business operations; improving year round job opportunities; attracting new year round business; deer 
management; the functioning of a village board; the village budget, bonding and choices; union and collective 
bargaining issues; incentivizing outstanding village employees and improving the performance of low achievers; 
implementing information technology in village departments; Police Department and Code enforcement — 
housing, drinking, safety; wastewater management; uses and limits on the CPF;  increasing the involvement of all 
communities in civic affairs; beach access and cleanliness; senior and youth services; increasing non tax 
revenues;  
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We have shared with the candidates only the first question below: 
 
1  Vision Statement.    Attached on the last page of this brochure is the vision statement that appears on 
the Village’s website.   You have been asked to update it—what changes, if any, would you make? 
 

The rest of the questions will reflect the consolidation of questions submitted by GGG members. 
                              _______________________________________          

All voters registered at a Village address with the Suffolk County Board of Elections may vote for any candidate of 
any party on Election Day Tuesday, September 15, 2020.  See below for important information on applying for 
an absentee ballot and voting. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REGISTERING AND VOTING 2020—ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
 
Registration  September 4 is the last day individuals may register with the Suffolk County Board of Elections to 
be eligible to vote in the Village election on September 15 (registration covers all subsequent local, state and 
federal elections).  For any questions regarding registering call the Suffolk County Board of Elections at 631 852-
4500. 
 

It's your choice where to vote. 
 

New	York	State	law	allows	second	homeowners	to	choose	where	they	want	to	vote—the	place	of	
their	second	or	first	home.	You	may	vote	in	only	one	location	in	an	election	cycle.	

	
This	means	that	if—for	example—you	have	a	home	in	New	York	City	and	a	home	in	East	Hampton,	
you	may	register	and	vote	in	East	Hampton	even	if	New	York	City	is	your	primary	residence,	as	
long	as	you	have	legitimate,	significant	and	continuing	attachments	to	East	Hampton.	You	may	
vote	in	East	Hampton	by	absentee	ballot,	if	necessary.				For	full	details	visit		ehggg.org	

Voting and Absentee Ballots in this Village Election 
 
The procedures to vote in the Village elections are different from the town and federal elections. 
 

1. The	only	place	to	vote	in	person	is	at	the	Emergency	Services	Building	on	Cedar	Street	
which	will	be	open	from	noon	to	9	PM	on	Village	Election	Day,	Tuesday	SEPTEMBER	15.	
	

2. If	you	want	to	vote	by	absentee	ballot,	you	must	deliver	to	the	Village	Clerk’s	office	at	86	
Main	Street,	your	completed	New	York	Village	Absentee	Ballot	Application	(a	copy	of	the	
Application	is	another	attachment	to	the	email	which	delivered	this	Brochure	to	you	
---	additional	copies	of	the	Application	can	be	picked	up	at	the	Village	Hall	on	Main	Street)	
	
a. 	If	you	deliver	the	Application	in	person	yourself	or	by	your	agent,	it	must	be	received	

by	the	Village	Clerk	by	SEPTEMBER 14	
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b. 	If	you	mail	your	Application	it	must	be	received	by	the	Village	Clerk	by	SEPTEMBER	
8,	so	the	Village	Clerk	can	mail	the	Absentee	Ballots	with	reasonable	assurance	that	it	
will	reach	you	in	time.			
	

c. The	Village	Clerk	has	already	begun	to	mail	absentee	ballots,		but	will	give	you	or	your	
agent	an	Absentee	Ballot	for	you	after	that	if	your	Application	is	hand	delivered	by	you	
or	your	agent	to	the	Clerk	by	SEPTEMBER	14.	
	

REMEMBER	THAT	DURING	THE	CORONA	VIRUS	EMERGENCY	ALL	DELIVERIES	MAY	
TAKE	LONGER	THAN	USUAL	
	

3. The	completed	Absentee	Ballot	must	be	RECEIVED		by	the	close	of	business	on	
SEPTEMBER	15	[	4	PM	if	delivered	to	the	Clerk	at	the	Village	Hall	and	9	PM	at	the	polling	
place	in	the	Emergency	Services	Building].		For	this	purpose,	the	date	of	the	postmark	or	
mailing	is	irrelevant,	and	a	Ballot	received	after	the	close	of	business	on	September	15	will	
not	be	counted.	
	

4. Please	remember	only	people	registered	at	a	Village	address	with	the	Suffolk	County	Board	
of	Elections	to	vote	in	the	general	election	may	vote	in	the	Village	Election.		If	you	are	
unsure	whether	you	are	registered	at	an	address	in	the	Village,	you	should	call	the	Suffolk	
County	Board	of	Elections	at	(631)	852-4500.	
	

5. If	you	have	any	questions	on	voting	procedures	in	the	Village	Election,	the	Village	Clerk,	
Pam	Bennet,	can	be	reached	at	(631)	324	4150. 	

                                           _________________________________ 
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Dave Driscoll--East Hampton Village Trustee Candidate 
 

 
 I am going to review for you, my background, education, experience, and the skillsets 
that will enable me to be an effective advocate for you on the Village Board. I will then review 
some processes, initiatives and policy positions that I have introduced during the course of 
this campaign. 
 
 I am a graduate of the National Preparedness Leadership Initiative, at Harvard 
University (Public Leadership Program). I am also a graduate of the FBI National Academy 
(graduate level leadership courses along with other disciplines). I also have a Bachelor’s 
degree in Sociology from Xavier University. 
 
 I have roots in the village dating back to the late fifties. My family, at first rented, and 
then bought a house in the village in 1963. I spent summers and holidays here all through my 
life and I worked summer jobs caddying at the Maidstone, working at the Hunting Inn and at 
the Chowder Bowl, at Main Beach for many years. In 1983 I bought the Chowder Bowl, at 
Main Beach and ran it for thirty years. In between, I worked for the NYPD for 38 years - 27 of 
those years in supervisory and executive positions in the course of that career, I was in 
charge of many different operational commands as well as overhead administrative 
commands. As such I gained much experience managing and coordinating operations across 
agencies and jurisdictions. Cumulatively, these assignments have given me extensive 
practical experience in management, leadership, planning, analysis and a host of other 
dimensions. I also have experience in executing plans and supervising large scale ground 
operations. I worked search and rescue at Ground Zero on 9/11 and 9/12. I led the NYPD 
rescue operation of flight 1549 (Sully’s Plane) on the Hudson. I also headed up the NYPD’s 
rescue and evacuation efforts at Breezy Point during the height of Super Storm Sandy.  
 
 From an administrative and budget standpoint, I procured and administered $34 million 
in Homeland Security Grants as Commanding Officer of the Harbor Unit which was used to 
completely overhaul every aspect of the operation and the Command is now recognized, as 
the premier Harbor Unit in the country. 
 
 I also arranged for the NYPD Special Operation Division to provide training for East 
Hamptons’ first Critical Incident Team. Additionally, I recently guided the East End Marine 
Task Force through the grant, procurement and build process for their new response vessel. 
 
 I bought our family home in the Village six years ago and retired from the NYPD 
three years ago. Now I would very much like to continue my life's work in public service, here 
in East Hampton. I care deeply about this village and its future.  
 
 I think what distinguishes the Fish Hooks Party and me from the other candidates is 
our approach to governance, our appreciation for the fiscal challenges ahead, and the 
importance of insuring appropriate processes and protocols are in place to support a board 
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that should be responsive, transparent and efficient. I have published campaign material, 
social media posts and numerous letters to the editor which discuss some proposed 
initiatives in great detail. One example-A citizen may make a non criminal complaint to any 
employee of the village including the administrator, the mayor or any member of the board, a 
department head or an employee, of village hall or any employee across all village entities.  A 
comprehensive central complaint report database which will document the receipt of a citizen 
complaint, the date, nature of complaint, assigned to what Department or person, the 
resolution if any and most importantly what employee got back to the complainant with the 
results and the date. A simple system accessible to department supervisors and board 
members would ensure effective communication across village entities, and government, 
create accountability and result in a more responsive system 
 
 We believe in a deliberative, thoughtful, measured and transparent approach to 
governance in partnership with the community. 
 
 We have developed substantive plans to guide some of our proposals. These include 
techniques to ensure the residents are fully engaged, informed and consulted in a meaningful 
and effective way. Details are available in VPS question and answers accessible through VPS 
website or Fish Hooks Party website. We developed a plan, recently iterated in last week’s 
Stars’ Letters to the Editor, to institute a Village wide comprehensive effort to repair or replace 
every broken sidewalk, within a reasonable timeline, across a minimal number of fiscal years. 
Adherence to a detailed annual maintenance program would then follow to ensure we will not 
again be faced with the extensive degradation of sidewalks in evidence now.  
 
 We also cited the obvious need for bike lanes on our busier streets 
in an effort to reduce the risk to public safety.  
 
 We would like a second layer of expert review for new codes or existing codes which 
have resulted in detrimental unintended consequences. The Village would submit draft 
proposals to a second expert for review, comment and recommendations, if any. The cost 
would be minimal and the result, presumably, would be stronger codes more resistant to 
challenge with less unintended consequences. 
 
 We have many ideas that space does not allow. Below is a bulleted list of some of the 
agendas I would like to advance. There is consensus on many topics among the candidates 
but it is important to remember-the devil is in the details, and in the process and the 
approach. Please consider that when you are deciding who to support.  
• Codify outdoor dining 
• Expeditiously redress PSEG pole installation 
• Herrick Park Renovation 
• Support Historic Inns and Village Businesses 
• Waste water Treatment and village revitalization plan 
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• Term limits 
• VRBO regulation 
• Free Wi-Fi at all village beaches 
*  Conversion of Village septic Systems (Beaches, etc.) to I/A
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                                  Raymond J. Harden 
8 Church Street 

East Hampton NY, 11937 
631-905-3739 

 
 
          I moved to East Hampton when I was two years old and have been in East 
Hampton for 55 years. I’m one of seven children, with three brothers and three sisters. I 
attended Most Holy Trinity School and graduated in 1976, I then went on to Mercy High 
School in Riverhead and graduated in 1981. I went out into the work force after 
graduation in the construction business. Started out as a laborer for four years. I then 
went on to Riverhead Building Supply where I started as a yard man then on to driver, 
counter person, outside sales, and then to manager. I was with Riverhead Building for 
16 years. I then wanted a change in my career so I went to work for Sandpebble Builders 
for two years and then to Ben Krupinski Builder. I took over Ben Krupinski Builder with 
my partner Stratton Schellinger after the untimely passing of Ben and Bonnie Krupinski. 
 
 
              I’m a 21-year active member and ex-chief of the East Hampton Fire Department 
and secretary of Engine Company #2. Currently the president of the East Hampton 
Village Firemen’s Benevolent. I also hold the title of Sargent of Arms for the fire 
department. I’m also a past president for the East Town Chief’s Association. In addition 
to my many fire department duties I’m a deputy fire coordinator for the Suffolk County 
9th division. Outside of the fire department I’m a member of the Buildings and Grounds 
Committee at Guild Hall. I’m currently a member of the East Hampton Town License 
Review Board. 
 
 
                 Things I would like to see addressed in the Village: 
 
Village parking issues, the parking needs to be more user friendly for shoppers, there 
also needs to be a better flow through the Reutershan Lot to keep it moving. I believe 
the new license plate reader that is coming is a great thing. 
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Herrick Park renovation, I would love to see the park brought up to speed with current 
times, I think the LaGuardia design is a good start, but think there could be some 
tweaking to make it more cost effective. 
 
Housing in the business center, the only way I see this happening is if there is a water 
treatment system installed, I think this really needs to be evaluated closely. 
The village is actively working on this and think this will be made public shortly. 
 
Shuttle from long term lot to Main Street and Newtown Lane, I think this would be great 
to get the store workers to use the long-term lot which will help with the congestion in 
the Reutershan lot. 
 
Garbage at the beaches and the business center, the Village is working on this and have 
a really great system in place. 
 
Mayor and trustees more available to the public, I think this could achievable if there 
was a day either after work or a Saturday that the board could be available to the public. 
 
Traffic is something else that should be looked at to relieve congestion, which I’m a 
member of a recently formed task force. 
 
 
This is one of the most contested elections in East Hampton Village history and it is 
important for everyone to vote. 
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Rick Lawler Bio 

 
My name is Richard (Rick) Lawler and I am running for East Hampton Village Trustee 
on the Elms Party Ticket for the September 15th, 2020 election. 
 
I was born and raised in East Hampton and I am proud to be a fourth generation 
village resident.  I attended East Hampton High School before attending St. 
Michael’s College in Vermont where I earned a Degree in Biology.   
 
After College, I returned to East Hampton where I met and married my wife, 
Madeline.  Together, we raised our son, Adam, and daughter, Lisa, and have two 
beautiful grandchildren, Reagan and Olivia, who we enjoy spending time with.    
 
I began my public service to this community in 1969 with the East Hampton Town 
Police Department, and I was then recruited by the Suffolk County Police 
Department in 1972.  I served as a supervisor in various investigative commands in 
the Suffolk County Police Department which included, the Fifth Squad Detective 
Unit, Missing Persons Unit, the Kidnap Unit, Narcotics Unit and the East End Drug 
Task Force.  My investigative Team and I were assigned to assist Federal Authorities 
investigating the TWA Flight 800 crash off of East Moriches, NY.   The experience of 
that disaster and other high profile investigations have enabled me to handle very 
stressful and complex situations such as the current Covid 19 crisis. I retired from 
Police Service in 2004 after serving 35 years.     
 
After retiring, I founded a small security business which I still operate today. 
 
I am currently a member of the Fire Police Company #6 in the East Hampton Fire 
Department, having been a member for over 30 years.  I served as a Lieutenant in 
Company #6 for several years.  
 
I began my tenure with East Hampton Village government in 2003 as a member of 
the Planning Board.  I was Chair of the Planning Board for several years before 
successfully running for Village Board in 2008.  As a Board member, I was 
designated the Liaison for the Police Department, Dispatch section and the Beaches.  
I was appointed Deputy Mayor in July, 2018 and appointed Mayor on January 17, 
2020. 
 
The following are some of my accomplishments since being a Village Trustee: 
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I supported the preservation of East Hampton Historic Landmarks which include, the 
Gardiner Mill and Museum, The Dominy Clock Shop, which was recently moved to 
its new home on North Main Street, adjacent to the Dominy Museum, and the 
preservation of 81 Ocean Avenue, which will enhance the water quality of Hook 
Pond, since it eliminated a house and accompanying cesspools that contribute to 
nitrogen in our surface waters. I supported the refurbishing of the Lamb House on 
Newtown Lane and Osborne Avenue, as well as the Thomas Moran House. 
 
 I support the plan by LaGuardia Associates to refurbish Herrick Park, as well as the 
purchase of a large swath of land adjacent to the park, which will soon be 
incorporated into the Park as passive recreation.  I support the hiring of Nelson, 
Pope and Voorhis who are currently studying the Village and designing plans for 
parking, a sewage treatment plant and workforce housing. 
 
The Roundabout at Toilsome Lane and Route 114 became a reality under mine and 
Barbara Borsack’s perseverance.  The State had promised construction for many 
years, but it never would have been completed if not for our determination to make it 
happen.  As a result, the area has become a beautiful introduction to our Village and 
is the admiration of many residents and visitors.  
 
I supported the ability for Retail Food Stores in the Village to be able to have up to 16 
seats for customers to congregate and hopefully begin to revitalize the Commercial 
Core.  The Planning and Zoning Committee, which I Chaired, has also begun looking 
into amending the Village code regarding signage and outdoor displays of 
merchandise where appropriate.  I also support allowing restaurants to have some 
outdoor seating capacity where possible.   
 
I supported Wi-FI capability at East Hampton Main Beach and Georgica Beach.  I                                                                                                         
have supported the Fire and Police Departments, as well as the East Hampton 
Ambulance with vehicles, and equipment when needed.  As Mayor, I directed the 
Chief of Police to purchase two translation cell phones and Deputy Mayor Borsack 
and I recently met with representatives of OLA to discuss the idea of Spanish 
speaking advocates to support our hispanic community. 
 
Just recently, the Village launched a facebook page in order to keep residents 
abreast of changes in the community in real time. 
 
During my tenure on the Board, the Village earned an Aa1 investment rating, one of 
the highest ratings possible.  This resulted in a savings of over $160,000.00 to Village 
residents. 
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I need your support this September 15th in order to continue to provide this Village 
with the leadership it needs to tackle the obstacles confronting our community in the 
future.
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     SANDRA MELENDEZ 
 
My name is Sandra Melendez.  I was born in Puerto Rico, the youngest of 5 children.  The 
daughter of a surgeon and a stay at home mom and the granddaughter of the mayor of 
Orocovis where she served her constituents for 3 terms.  Growing up our family enjoyed life to 
the fullest, but it was always instilled in us to give back.  To do our personal best and to always 
give back to the community. If there was no body available to drive the town ambulance to an 
emergency, my grandmother would jump right in and go!   She has been my inspiration in 
going for what I want and what I believe in. 
 
My parents worked hard to instill into each of us the importance of education.  Something I 
took to heart. I attended the University of Puerto Rico and graduated with a dual major in 
Business Administration & Accounting.  After starting a family, I am the mother of 4 amazing 
children, I then went on to complete a Juris Doctor Degree from the Interamerican University 
and earned a master’s degree in tax law (LLM) from Georgetown University.  My son Joshua 
attends the Culinary Institute of America and my daughter Hannah the University of San 
Francisco. My two youngest are in school now in East Hampton and together with the amazing 
teaching staff we have in East Hampton we will navigate this uncertain school year. 
 
Currently I have a law practice in East Hampton Village providing immigration, tax, family and 
criminal law services.   
 
In 2007 I visited East Hampton and fell in love.  My husband and I decided this was the place 
we wanted to raise our family.  The close-knit feeling of community was overwhelmingly 
appealing to me.  A small village where people actually know one another's names and care 
what happens to each other is exactly what I had been looking for.  I jumped right into being a 
part of this community.   
 
When I was offered the opportunity to run for trustee I could not pass it up.  As a Latina 
woman, as a mother, as a business owner, as an attorney and an accountant I am not only 
qualified, I am passionate about what happens in our Village. 
 
Change is an inevitable part of growing.  Our Village is growing and changing.  I want that 
change to be for the better.  Most importantly, I want to be a part of that change without losing 
the integrity, charm and beauty that makes East Hampton what is it is. What is special to 
me.  When people get to know me, they realize that when I see something that needs doing, I 
do it. 
 
My view of change for the village is simple, I would like to change “the Village of No” 
reputation. I want to make this Village more family friendly and give priority to the needs of the 
families and residents while at the same time helping our business district flourish.  
  
I want to change the code so among other things our children can be able to put a lemonade 
stand in the front lawn without the police coming to ask them to put it away.  
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I want to renovate Herrick Park so our families have a place to spend time together.  
 
I want to be able to sit in a restaurant and hear the sound of a piano player while having a 
cocktail or sit outside in a café to enjoy a cup of coffee in the beauty of my surroundings.  
  
Maintenance of our sidewalks and streets, recycling bins, which are major concerns of Village 
residents, have not been addressed by the current board.  These are simple changes, that can 
be easily accomplished, and would only offer great rewards.  Other issues such as the sewer 
system, the burying of the lines and parking and the parking problems are not as simple but 
need to be addressed immediately. 
 
If elected I will listen to residents and work hard  to bring the change we need.  Never losing 
sight of what we love about East Hampton and what makes it special.  
It's beauty, it's charm, it's peacefulness.
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           CHRIS MINARDI 
 
My name is Christopher Minardi and I’ve been a village resident my entire life.  Looking back on my 
life here I have a strong desire to make this village better for my family, and everyone else.  My amazing 
wife Sarah and my 2 beautiful children (Cam 8 & Vera 5) have become a fixture in the community and 
we love East Hampton with all our hearts. Currently, I’m a proud active member of the East Hampton 
Fire Dept (15 years of active service) with terms as Captain and Lieutenant. I’m also an active member 
of the East Hampton Volunteer Ocean Rescue village squad, and also, I serve beach goers as an ocean 
lifeguard at Main Beach on weekends.  In addition, I’m no stranger to village government.  I served on 
the village planning board for about 3 years until I moved to the zoning board of appeals for the past 10+ 
years.  I have a very qualified knowledge of the village zoning issues and I understand the dynamic 
between residents and government.   When school is in session, I enjoy biking my children to school 
every day (rain or shine) to the same school that both my wife and I attended when we were growing up.  
Every day I feel blessed and fortunate to have such a wonderful life and I want to give back and serve as 
much as I can.  
 
I decided to run for village trustee as I strongly feel that this village government needs a fresh new 
perspective with some youth and energy. I feel that the village board needs to get back to working for 
the residents regardless if you are a local Bonacker, or just closed on your house yesterday.  Our village 
is changing, and we need to change with it.  The economics of this village are very different than they 
were 20 years ago.  Just about every home that transfers in the village is a second or investment home.   
We need to embrace this change and use it to change for the better.   We need to work with the 
businesses, not against them.  Village hall can listen to and incorporate a new system to support and 
create a business district that is strong, vital, fun and welcoming to everyone, and at the same time cater 
to the needs of residents.   
 
I feel that we can quickly address many issues in our government with sensible and reasonable 
oversight.   Change will happen and not accepting it is categorized as changing in the wrong direction.  
People that know me, know that I hate red tape.  I will immediately challenge and question anything that 
is taking too long.  The old pace of government and layers of red tape are going to be a thing of the past. 
We don’t have much time, the time to act is now and with the highly talented resources and personal we 
have access to, there is no reason to kick issues down the road.   I think major issues should be on the 
agenda every meeting until they are completed. This includes the power lines, parking, sewer system, 
clean water management, among many other topics that we need to address now.   With a board that is 
determined I believe we can fix and address these issues now, immediately, this term, there is no time 
like the present.   I want to be part of a village board that is remembered for all the wonderful things that 
were accomplished and praised by all to the ease and friendliness we can establish while doing it.  
 
I think the village needs to look at the planning and zoning code and apply a new fresh approach.  We 
need to be reasonable. We need to allow for common sense to prevail.  We need to get back to basics 
and with a sensible attitude while at the same time protecting and keeping with the character of the 
village and respective neighborhoods that lie within it. I am not saying that we get loose and open up for 
reckless expansion. I am saying that we need to be sensible and take into consideration that the needs of 
residents are changing, and our government needs to change with the times.  
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The village needs to stop creating law that it can’t enforce. We need to either stop creating them or start 
properly enforcing them.  Smoking in the village, gas powered leaf blowers, dogs on the beach, 
magazines on the street, real estate signs, overnight parking on the streets, short term rentals, are just a 
few hot ticket issues that I feel are impossible to keep track of with the limited enforcement that is 
available.  We need to address the resources of the village in a practical direction so that the beauty and 
charm of East Hampton are preserved and expanded, while at the same time not creating countess laws 
that are not properly enforced.  
 
If elected I look forward the opportunity to revitalize our beautiful beaches.  I feel with better 
management we can put our beaches back to number one in the country in a very short timeframe.  I will 
make them cleaner, safer, friendlier, and more accessible.  We will have the best trained lifeguards & 
more protected coastline than ever before. Our beaches will once again be the cornerstone crown jewel 
of the village and we will have a new mission statement whereas we will boast the safest and cleanest 
beaches in America.  
 
If elected I will keep true to my beliefs and my supporters.  I will not support a government to be run by 
appointments and secret behind the scene meetings.   I have no problem standing up against policy if I 
don’t agree with it and I will stand up for what I believe in.  I don’t understand how watching village 
board meetings for the past 10+ years, that almost every vote was unanimous. I don’t remember ever 
seeing a difference of opinion.  Its only healthy to disagree or at least agree to disagree.  The village 
residents desire and demand total transparency.  Working through difficult and tough issues will define 
our dedication and love for this village which is also healthy and democratic.  
 
We need to support not only our residents, but our businesses, visitors, neighbors, Inns, beaches, 
volunteers, emergency personal, and everyone and everything that that makes the synergy of this village 
vital.  This is our responsibility and obligation.  
 
I’m very excited for this great opportunity and the chance to show my community how much I can make 
a difference.  I’d like to thank my supporters, friends and family for their continued encouragement as 
running in this election was a big decision.  I wish everyone in this race good luck, and I’d like to thank 
the GGG for this exposure.  
 
Sincerely, 
Chris 
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        VISION STATEMENT CURRENTLY ON THE VILLAGE’S WEBSITE 
 

The Village of East Hampton treasures its extraordinary natural beauty and the architectural 
styles added by generations of residents who sought to enhance the natural beauty of the area 
rather than to overwhelm such rare splendor. 

This generation of residents seeks to reaffirm the wisdom of the founders and protect and 
preserve the character of this village. It seeks, as did its predecessors, to secure "a 
continuance of its convenient and attractive features by circumscribing the limits of the area 
occupied by industrial and commercial enterprises as related to the area reserved for 
residential."(1) Preservation and stabilization are required in order to maintain green open 
spaces, natural vegetation, historic structures, and the continuation of our quality of life. 

In a residential enclave one's quality of life is affected by the other residents. We appreciate 
the diversity of our population as well as the variety of aesthetics, topography, landscape and 
architecture of the village. The character of our neighborhoods benefits from dwellings and 
accessory facilities that are compatible with one another, with space and screening to protect 
neighboring properties. 

The right to peaceful enjoyment of residential property and protection against the threat of 
impinging non- residential activity and traffic are of paramount concern. We foresee no need to 
expand the commercial areas; the size and scale of commercial development should be 
limited. Also, we would like to encourage a variety of goods and services that meet the needs 
of residents. 

"The Village of East Hampton is famed as one of America's most beautiful and uniquely 
situated villages. Residents of the Village of East Hampton derive considerable peace of mind 
from their congenial surroundings. The character and charm of the village also attracts many 
visitors. The ever-increasing number of people drawn to the village poses the greatest threat at 
this time."(2) This generation of residents seeks to minimize the effects of ever-increasing 
tourism. 

While traffic is a continuing problem in the village, we do not seek radical solutions that will 
affect the nature, physical design or charm of the village. Instead, we should alleviate seasonal 
traffic congestion and improve traffic flow only through less dramatic means. The village should 
maintain the current configuration of its road system, and should discourage the use of 
residential streets for through traffic while encouraging pedestrian enjoyment of the village. 
Furthermore, the village should not provide any additional parking but should maximize the use 
of existing parking resources. 

The village and the town share a common history and the desire to preserve their heritage. 
The town anticipates an expanding population that inevitably will interact with the village. The 
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village and the town need to appreciate and respond to their mutual interests by cooperating in 
planning for the future. 

In order to protect and secure this extraordinary village for future generations, this generation 
of residents reaffirms and reasserts: "the Village of East Hampton is committed to the 
avoidance of assaults on the senses which in the case of this village are especially dependent 
on the aesthetic quality and physical attributes of the community. Among these are the general 
form of the land before and after development, the spatial relationships of structures and open 
spaces and the retention of the unique aesthetic quality that is part of the character of the 
Village of East Hampton."(3) 

Details	
1 excerpted and edited from minutes of special meeting of the village board, April 27, 1926. 2,3 
excerpted and edited from East Hampton village code, section 13.1, April 20, 1979, Village of 
East Hampton Comprehensive Plan. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


